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This paper, which qualitative in nature, sets out to [1] demystify data-driven learning 

(aka, DDL), [2] outline its merits and demerits, and [3] point out to its contribution to 

the enhancement of EFL doctoral students' academic writing. As it appellation denotes, 

DDL is about learning by researching: Language students are meant to become 

''language detectives''. Johns explains ''[...] the language-learner is [...] a research 

worker whose learning needs to be driven by access to linguistic data (Johns 1991a). 

Being empowered by autonomy, foreign language learners conduct corpus-based 

search of authentic everyday language with a view of enhancing learning, 

communication, and interaction by identifying patterns at all linguistic levels (and by 

the same token at semantic/ discoursal and/ or pragmatic levels). DDL is basically 

linked to consciousness raising: intentional drawing of learner's focused attention to the 

formal properties of the target language (Rutherford and Smith 1988). The corpus can 



be provided by concordancers, i.e., software programs. These would provide EFL 

doctoral students with words/expressions in context, and thanks to the learners' 

inductive reasoning, the latter would discover the rules by themselves. DDL is believed 

to be useful to advanced tertiary EFL students to overcome their pitfalls in writing up 

research papers and dissertations (viz, word choice, discoursal and pragmatic failure, 

linguistic inconsistencies, and mechanics of writing, etc.). By its very nature 

(personalization of learning), DDL sits well with blended learning: It requires the use 

of search engines, which presupposes the availability of and skillfulness in the 

manipulation of electronic devices such as PCs, Laptops, and smart phones. 
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